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Scion
Logan County Justice Center 
110 N

. Riverview
 Rd.

W
indlace

Sterling Public Library  
425 N

. 5th St.

Tiger*
Sterling High School
407 W

. Broadw
ay St.

Seraphim
Sterling Public Library  
425 N

. 5th St.

M
etam

orphosis
Logan County Tourist Center 
102 N

. Riverview
 Rd.

The M
ask*

N
ortheast Junior College 

100 College Ave. - ES French Hall

M
etam

orphosis* w
ood

N
ortheast Junior College 

100 College Ave. - ES French Hall

Jack
N

ortheast Junior College 
100 College Ave. - Event Center Courtyard

Plainsm
an Pete*

N
ortheast Junior College 

100 College Ave. - Library

Dream
 Redeem

er
Prairie Park
807 Elm

 St. / Broadw
ay St.

The M
inutem

an
N

ational G
uard Arm

ory
1400 S. 3rd Ave.

The Dream
er 

Pioneer Park
17615 Hw

y. 14

Full Sw
ing

N
ortheastern 18

17408 Hw
y. 14

Skygrazers 
Colum

bine Park
1212 S. 3rd Ave.

* O
nly available during 

school hours and w
ith

 school personnel perm
ission 
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The City of Living Trees
and Sculptures

Your guide to tour and enjoy som
e 

of the w
orks of  

Sculptor, Bradford Rhea

Skygrazers

Acclaimed Sculptor

Ab
ou

t t
he

 S
cu

lp
to

r

Br
ad

fo
rd

 R
he

a To
ur

s o
f B

ra
df

or
d 

Rh
ea

’s 
st

ud
io

 m
ay

 
be

 a
rr

an
ge

d 
by

 a
pp

oi
nt

m
en

t.
Le

av
e 

m
es

sa
ge

 a
t 9

70
.5

20
.1

19
9

or
 e

m
ai

l: 
th

es
cu

lp
to

r7
@

gm
ai

l.c
om

or
 v

isi
t: 

w
w

w
.T

he
Sc

ul
pt

or
.n

et

BRADFORD  

RHEA

St
er

lin
g,

 C
ol

or
ad

o 
ha

s i
ts

 sh
ar

e 
of

 v
er

y 
ta

le
nt

ed
 lo

ca
l 

ar
tis

ts
. P

er
ha

ps
 th

e 
m

os
t f

am
ou

s o
f t

he
m

 is
 B

ra
df

or
d 

Rh
ea

. T
he

 c
ity

 is
 h

om
e 

to
 m

an
y 

w
or

ks
 o

f a
rt

 c
re

at
ed

 
by

 th
is 

ac
co

m
pl

ish
ed

 a
rti

st
 a

nd
 sc

ul
pt

or
. W

hi
le

 p
eo

pl
e 

al
l o

ve
r t

he
 n

ati
on

 a
nd

 w
or

ld
 a

re
 n

ow
 fa

m
ili

ar
 w

ith
 

Rh
ea

’s 
w

or
k,

 h
e 

be
ga

n 
hi

s s
cu

lp
tin

g 
ca

re
er

 h
er

e 
on

 th
e 

Co
lo

ra
do

 h
ig

h 
pl

ai
ns

 in
 th

e 
19

80
s w

he
n 

he
 g

av
e 

lif
e 

to
 

dy
in

g 
tr

ee
 tr

un
ks

 th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

.

Fo
llo

w
in

g 
a 

te
rr

ib
le

 w
in

te
r f

re
ez

e 
in

 1
98

2 
w

hi
ch

 k
ill

ed
 

m
an

y 
of

 th
e 

la
rg

e 
tr

ee
s t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t S
te

rli
ng

, R
he

a 
be

ga
n 

br
in

gi
ng

 so
m

e 
of

 th
e 

tr
un

ks
 b

ac
k 

to
 li

fe
 b

y 
ca

rv
in

g 
th

em
 

in
to

 w
or

ks
 o

f a
rt

 fo
r p

ub
lic

 e
nj

oy
m

en
t. 

As
 lo

ca
l r

es
id

en
ts

 
an

d 
vi

sit
or

s t
o 

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 b

eg
an

 to
 se

e 
an

d 
en

jo
y 

hi
s w

or
k,

 th
e 

ci
ty

 d
ec

id
ed

 to
 p

la
y 

off
 o

f h
is 

cr
ea

tio
ns

 a
nd

 
du

b 
its

el
f t

he
 “

Ci
ty

 o
f L

iv
in

g 
Tr

ee
s.”

O
ve

r t
he

 y
ea

rs
, t

he
 w

ea
th

er
 to

ok
 it

s t
ol

l o
n 

so
m

e 
of

 
Rh

ea
’s 

sc
ul

pt
ur

es
 lo

ca
te

d 
ou

td
oo

rs
. R

es
id

en
ts

 in
 th

e 
ar

ea
 fo

rm
ed

 a
 “

Sa
ve

 th
e 

Sc
ul

pt
ur

es
” 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

an
d 

w
or

ke
d 

to
 g

et
 m

an
y 

of
 th

e 
or

ig
in

al
 c

ar
ve

d 
tr

un
ks

 m
ov

ed
 

to
 in

do
or

 lo
ca

tio
ns

 th
at

 w
ou

ld
 sti

ll 
be

 a
va

ila
bl

e 
fo

r 
pu

bl
ic

 v
ie

w
in

g.
 F

un
ds

 w
er

e 
ra

ise
d 

to
 re

st
or

e 
se

ve
ra

l o
f 

th
e 

m
os

t p
op

ul
ar

 w
ea

th
er

ed
 c

ar
vi

ng
s a

nd
 c

as
t b

ro
nz

ed
 

ve
rs

io
ns

 w
er

e 
pl

ac
ed

 b
ac

k 
ou

td
oo

rs
 fo

r y
ea

r-r
ou

nd
 

vi
ew

in
g.

 

A 
Co

lo
ra

do
 n

ati
ve

, R
he

a 
w

as
 b

or
n 

in
 th

e 
De

nv
er

 a
re

a 
in

 
19

54
. H

e 
ad

m
its

 to
 h

av
in

g 
a 

lif
el

on
g 

affi
ni

ty
 fo

r t
he

 a
rt

s.
 

As
 a

 y
ou

ng
er

 m
an

, h
e 

st
ud

ie
d 

fin
e 

ar
t a

t t
he

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 

of
 N

or
th

er
n 

Co
lo

ra
do

 a
nd

 a
lso

 sp
en

t t
hr

ee
 m

on
th

s 
st

ud
yi

ng
 th

e 
m

as
te

rs
 in

 F
lo

re
nc

e,
 It

al
y.

 R
he

a 
w

as
 

in
sp

ire
d 

aft
er

 v
ie

w
in

g 
M

ic
he

la
ng

el
o’

s a
rt

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 h

is 
un

fin
ish

ed
 m

ar
bl

e 
w

or
ks

.

U
nc

er
ta

in
 w

he
th

er
 o

r n
ot

 h
e 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 m
ak

e 
a 

liv
in

g 
as

 a
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

na
l a

rti
st

, R
he

a 
al

so
 o

bt
ai

ne
d 

a 
de

gr
ee

 in
 n

uc
le

ar
 m

ed
ic

in
e 

an
d 

or
ig

in
al

ly
 c

am
e 

to
 

St
er

lin
g 

to
 w

or
k 

at
 th

e 
Lo

ga
n 

Co
un

ty
 H

os
pi

ta
l, 

no
w

 th
e 

St
er

lin
g 

Re
gi

on
al

 M
ed

Ce
nt

er
, a

s a
 d

ia
gn

os
tic

 te
ch

ni
ci

an
. 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   I

n 
th

e 
tr

an
qu

il 
be

au
ty

 o
f t

he
 H

ig
h 

Pl
ai

ns
, 

 
 

hi
s a

rti
sti

c 
cr

av
in

gs
 q

ui
ck

ly
 re

su
rf

ac
ed

 
 

 
an

d 
he

 e
ve

nt
ua

lly
 g

av
e 

in
to

 h
is 

pa
ss

io
n 

 
 

of
 sc

ul
pti

ng
. H

e 
ha

s b
ee

n 
fo

rt
un

at
e 

to
 b

e
 

 
ab

le
 to

 u
se

 h
is 

st
ud

io
 to

 a
lso

 p
ro

vi
de

 h
is 

 
 

ar
tis

tic
 a

bi
liti

es
 to

 W
isd

om
 R

id
es

, a
 

 
ca

rn
iv

al
 ri

de
 m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g 

co
m

pa
ny

 
 

 
lo

ca
te

d 
in

 M
er

in
o,

 C
O

. 

In
 1

99
3 

he
 w

as
 co

m
m

iss
io

ne
d 

by
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 
De

pa
rt

m
en

t o
f S

ta
te

 to
 cr

ea
te

 a
 w

al
ki

ng
 sti

ck
 fo

r P
re

sid
en

t 
Bi

ll 
Cl

in
to

n 
to

 p
re

se
nt

 to
 P

op
e 

Jo
hn

 P
au

l I
I u

po
n 

hi
s v

isi
t t

o 
th

is 
co

un
tr

y 
th

at
 y

ea
r. 

In
 se

ve
n 

da
ys

, R
he

a 
cr

ea
te

d 
a 

st
aff

 
ca

rv
ed

 fr
om

 th
e 

ro
ot

s o
f a

 h
on

ey
 lo

cu
st

 tr
ee

.

To
da

y, 
Rh

ea
 c

on
tin

ue
s t

o 
cr

ea
te

 m
as

te
rp

ie
ce

s f
ro

m
 h

is 
m

ai
n 

st
re

et
 st

ud
io

 in
 M

er
in

o.
 H

e 
ha

s a
dv

an
ce

d 
fr

om
 

w
oo

d 
ca

rv
in

g 
in

to
 b

ro
nz

e 
pr

od
uc

tio
ns

 a
nd

 to
 h

is 
dr

ea
m

 
of

 sc
ul

pti
ng

 m
ar

bl
e,

 w
hi

ch
 in

cl
ud

ed
 w

or
ki

ng
 o

n 
a 

30
,0

00
 

lb
. b

lo
ck

 o
f C

ol
or

ad
o 

Yu
le

 m
ar

bl
e 

to
 c

re
at

e 
Ex

or
di

um
. H

is 
w

or
k 

is 
vi

ew
ed

 a
nd

 e
nj

oy
ed

 fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
 b

y 
vi

sit
or

s f
ro

m
 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
na

tio
n 

an
d 

th
e 

w
or

ld
.

Br
ad

fo
rd

 R
he

a 
ca

rv
ed

 a
 to

ta
l o

f 1
7 

tr
ee

 sc
ul

pt
ur

es
. 

Ho
w

ev
er

, s
ev

er
al

 su
ffe

re
d 

irr
ep

ar
ab

le
 d

am
ag

e 
fr

om
 th

e 
el

em
en

ts
, s

om
e 

ar
e 

in
 lo

ca
tio

ns
 th

at
 d

o 
no

t a
llo

w
 p

ub
lic

 
vi

ew
in

g 
an

d 
so

m
e,

 w
hi

le
 b

ei
ng

 lo
ca

te
d 

in
 L

og
an

 C
ou

nt
y,

 
ar

e 
no

t w
ith

in
 th

e 
im

m
ed

ia
te

 v
ic

in
ity

 o
f S

te
rli

ng
. 

Th
e 

14
 sc

ul
pt

ur
es

 li
st

ed
 h

er
e 

ar
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

w
ith

in
 c

lo
se

 
pr

ox
im

ity
 to

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

 a
nd

 c
an

 b
e 

vi
ew

ed
 d

ur
in

g 
a 

se
lf-

di
re

ct
ed

 to
ur

. I
n 

or
de

r t
o 

se
e 

al
l o

f t
he

 sc
ul

pt
ur

es
 li

st
ed

 in
 

th
is 

pa
m

ph
le

t, 
th

e 
be

st
 ti

m
e 

to
 ta

ke
 y

ou
r t

ou
r i

s s
om

eti
m

e 
M

on
da

y 
th

ro
ug

h 
Fr

id
ay

 b
et

w
ee

n 
8 

a.
m

. a
nd

 5
 p

.m
. w

he
n 

al
l f

ac
ili

tie
s a

re
 o

pe
n 

an
d 

av
ai

la
bl

e.
 

M
r. 

Rh
ea

 o
fte

n 
de

sc
rib

es
 h

is 
w

or
k 

w
ith

 a
n 

or
ig

in
al

 v
er

se
 o

r 
tw

o 
fr

om
 th

e 
bi

bl
e.

 M
an

y 
of

 th
e 

sc
ul

pt
ur

es
 a

re
 w

el
l o

ve
r 8

 
fe

et
 ta

ll,
 so

m
e 

re
ac

hi
ng

 a
s h

ig
h 

as
 1

6 
fe

et
.



Skygrazers (Bronze) #11

This delightful carving has become the 
symbol of the “City of Living Trees.”  

It was dedicated to the City of Sterling  
in the fall of 1984.

This popular bronzed version of 
the elm tree sculpture is located in 
Sterling’s Columbine Park for the 

perfect photo opportunity.

Seraphim (Wood) #4

This cottonwood sculpture was inspired 
by a verse from the bible which, when 
explored further, tells about four living 
creatures covered with eyes front and 

back - a lion, an ox, a man and an eagle 
in flight. Each has six wings and eyes all 

over, inside and out. Seraphim  
was created in 1993, at the request 

 of the City of Sterling.

Metamorphosis  
(Bronze & Wood) #1 & #8

The shape of the original tree 
suggested the form of spreading wings 
which inspired Rhea to sculpt the tree 

trunk into his beautiful version of a 
caterpillar spinning a cocoon which 
bursts into a butterfly ready to take 

flight. This piece is frequently referred 
to as “The Butterfly” by many locals. 
The original owners of the sculpture 

donated it to Northeastern Junior 
College. The bronze replica now graces 
the lawn at the Logan County Tourist 

Information Center.

Full Swing 
(Wood) #14

The figure presents the classic stance 
of the true golfing aficionado that 
is the consuming passion of every 

addict of the game. The original wood 
sculpture was carved near the first tee 

of the Sterling Country Club. 

Dream Redeemer 
(Bronze) #6

This bronze creation was commissioned 
by the Logan County Chamber of 

Commerce Marketing Committee in 2008. 
“Ticks and tocks of magic clocks,

Hands whirring as they run,
Meshing gears rewind the years,

Erasing all that’s done.
Night and day he churns away, 

With passion he redeems,
Deflated lives his throne revives,

Machining all new dreams.”
- Bradford Rhea

The Mask (Wood) #7

This piece exemplifies the traditional 
theme of comedy and tragedy.  

It originally was located at the entrance 
of the old Oak Street Theater, which 

was home to the Prairie Players, a local 
theatre troupe. The crack running up 

through the statue took place while the 
carving was in progress. This “check” 
appeared over the period of a week 
after the face was carved. The folds 
of the gown were cleverly carved to 

include this flaw.

Windlace (Wood) #3

The sculpture symbolizes the courage, 
grace and evolution of women in our 
society. It was dedicated to the City of 

Sterling in the spring of 1987.
“Against a swirling breeze,
Imprisoned souls ascend;
Rising from their knees,

In a vision they transcend.”
- Bradford Rhea

Scion (Wood) #2

This sculpture consists of several bold, 
dauntless figures representing the 

incredible tenacity of those surviving 
life on the Plains. All of the figures are 
partially united in common support to 
symbolize the necessity for a cohesive 

element within the community. 
The figures form an overall winged 
appearance to illustrate our flight 

through time. Scion was carved from a 
100-year-old cottonwood tree.

Minuteman  
(Bronze & Wood) #12

This sculpture depicts  
a revolutionary-era colonial  

guardsman in authentic dress  
and in proper stance to protect his 

nation. The bronze is outside,  
while the original wood version  

is indoors.

Plainsman Pete  
(Wood) #9

This carving serves as a “mascot” 
for the two-year community college. 
Commissioned by the Northeastern 

Junior College administration  
and the Associated Student 

Government in 1986, the carving 
marked NJC’s 45th year as an 

outstanding education institution. 

The Dreamer  
(Bronze) #13

This sculpture was created and 
donated by the artist in 1983. It stood 

originally in Columbine Park and is now 
located in Pioneer Park. 

“To shade the dawn by parasol, and 
ride till dusk the carousel; To be a 

clown for just a day, amidst the sound 
of children’s play.” - Bradford Rhea

Tiger (Wood) #5

Commissioned by the Sterling High 
School graduating class of 1986, this 

sculpture depicts the school’s mascot. 
“Within the shadows of devouring 
jaws, true courage can be found:

Where rivals meet with slashing claws, 
true tigers stand their ground.” 

- Bradford Rhea

Jack (Bronze) #10

This sculpture was created in 2004 to 
honor Jack Annan, “Mr. NJC,” and his 
38 years of service to the college and 
to Colorado agriculture. The bronze 

piece was commissioned by the 
Northeastern Junior College Arts on 

Campus Campaign.

Exordium  
(Marble) 

Carved from a 30,000 pound block of 
Colorado Yule marble, the sculpture 
was inspired by a verse of scripture 
(Revelations 8:6), “And the seven 
angels with the seven trumpets 

prepared to sound.”


